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THE NASH PAPYRUS. 

A New Photograph. 

A FULL description of the Nash Papyrus, which is a 
single mutilated leaf that presents a text of the Decalogue 
and the Shema' in a text differing from the Massoretic 
standard, is given in the Jewish Quarterly Review for 
April, 1903 (Vol. XV, pp. 392-408). To this description 
the reader is referred for an estimate of the general character 
and value of the document, as well as for a complete tran- 
scription and translation. The few remarks here set down 
are made merely to explain the reason for printing the new 
facsimile. 

The papyrus itself, now numbered MS. Or. 233, was 
presented to the Cambridge University Library by the then 
owner, Mr. W. L. Nash, while the article referred to was 
passing through the press. Mr. Nash and several others 
had tried to make a legible photograph of it, but all 
attempts had ended in failure. What appeared facing 
p. 39 !i in my article was, as I then explained, a photograph 
of the papyrus, but not of the handwriting. The dark 
yellow of the papyrus and the black ink of the letters had 
almost the same effect on the photographic plate. More- 
over the original is best read with a side light, but the 
crinkled surface of the papyrus casts shadows when illumi- 
nated from the side, and it has been found impossible to 
press it smooth. The fragments had been gummed on to 
pieces of cardboard, and to detach the brittle and fragile 
papyrus from the card is a delicate task which the Library 
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authorities have not even yet ventured to attempt. Under 
these circumstances the only way in which it was possible 
to explain the appearance of the document to those who 
had not seen it was to make a careful pen-and-ink copy of 
the writing upon Mr. Nash's photograph of the papyrus. 

The reproduction which appeared in illustration of 
Mr. S. A. Cook's paper in the Proceedings of the Society of 
Biblical Archaeology for November, 1902, the reproduction 
in the Jewish Enclopaedia (art. Decalogue), and finally 
the reproduction in the Jewish Quaktbrly Review, of 
which mention has been made, were all taken from my 
drawing. But what now appears is taken from an un- 
touched photograph. Dr. F. J. Allen, of St. John's College, 
Cambridge, succeeded last summer in obtaining negatives 
in which the writing was visible, and it is a reproduction 
from his negatives which is now published. The happy 
result was reached by taking intelligent pains in many 
little points of diflSculty, from the preparation of a special 
plate to lighting up the fragments only by diffused reflection 
from both sides, the front light being cut off. 

The new facsimile, which is the size of the original, 
speaks for itself. I would here specially call attention to 
the N in Pi«:n {dc) in 1. 18, and in Nl[i'] at the beginning of 
1. %o. The looped T\ is seen in 11. 9, 11, o^o, K^n is written 
in 1. 15 with a ligature, and separate in 1. 16. Final T is 
prominent in 1. la ; the small D appears in p^y (1. 15), and 
the great 5 in *inD (1. 16) just below it. In front of this 
great 5 in 1, 16 are the two hooked strokes, which Mr. Cook 
and I take to be a suffix I**, and not n. The one place where 
we differ is in 1. 20, which I leave to the readers of the 
Jewish Quarterly Review to make out for themselves. 
In any case, it will now be possible for the palaeographer 
to study, from an unbiased witness, the general appearance 
of the handwriting aud the forms of the single letters in this 
most interesting and ancient relic of Jewish religion. 

F. C. BURKITT. 
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HEBREW PAPYRUS OF THE DECALOGUE 
(Cambridge University Library, MS. Or. tjj) 



Reproduction o/a photograph taken directly /rom the original by F. J. Allen, M.D. 
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[^Da 1^] ntryn xii? ••^[a ^j?] nnnx dn-i^^^ i[^ rr^n'' ni^] a 

[nnriD] pxn nt^t^i ^»dd D'^Dt^i nc^x [n^iion bi] 3 

[^^1h] nrh ninntrn ^ii> )*nx^ nnriD n[''Dn nt^t^i] 4 

[py n]pa xi^p fjN T''^^« •'^in'» ••djn [••d Dinyn] 5 

[n^j^yi] >Kit^^ D'-ynn ^w d'^^j^^c^ i^y D['':jn bv nut^] 6 

[nx KC'Jn i^)b ••nii^D no^^h '♦nnx^ [d'^s^n^ non] 7 

[nc'K nx] nin'* np:j'' t^ii? ••d ki^^ im^[n hiiT nt^] 8 

[••y'^ntrn] Dvai nrosi^D i?D n^'^^^yi nnyn 6['»d'» n^^] 10 

[nnx] liaKl^D b nn niryn t«ii> th^^? [nin'»i> nnt!^] n 

[iriDnJn i?Di nnoni nnitJ^ iriDxi Tiny [nnni n^ni] la 

[nin]'' ntry D'^d^ ntrt:^ '•o inyirn [ntrx in^i] 13 

[na ntrJK i?:: nsi n'^n nx pxn n«i D[>Dt^n nx] 14 

[ni''] DK nin'' inn pbv ^yiis^n [ni'^i] mn 15 

[lyD^ 1]dk nxi T'lx nt^ nan i'»t^np'»i ^y^airn 16 

[ntr^5] nm^n by T'D'' panx'' jyoh i? no'*'' 17 

[N]ii> TOnn t<)b PiK^n xii^ li^ }n3 yr\bt< nin'' 18 

[nx] niDnn ^)b t^itr ny nyna ni[y]h ^)b 2:[}r{] 19 

[nnyi in]iK^ lyn n['']3 nx ni[x]nn ki[^ nyn nirfc^] 20 

[Blank] nyni? ntrx ^31 nroni ni[Kn inoNi] 21 

[••3a] nx niTD niv nc^s D'^toatJ^ni ^••[pnn n^xi] 22 

[y]6t!^ DnvD i^nxD nn^^n naiM [bt^i^'] 23 

[nnn]«i xin nnx nin'* i^Nii^K nin'» ^'[Knt:^''] 24 

[ iM]i? ^[M Tn]i'[N r\w m] 25 



